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  LATINOS IN CONGRESS AND STATE HOUSES AFTER
ELECTION 2004: A STATE-BY-STATE SUMMARY

This publication is the final in a series of Election Profiles that the NALEO Educational Fund has published
throughout the 2004 election season. This Profile provides a state-by state analysis of federal and state
races involving Latino candidates, and focuses on the composition of the Latino Congressional and state
legislative delegations after the November 2004 elections.

         Arizona
U.S. House of Representatives:  Incumbents Ed
Pastor (D) and Raul Grijalva (D) won re-election
and will return to the U.S. House of Representatives.

STATE LEGISLATURE

State Senate: Four of Arizona’s incumbent Latino
State Senators were successful in their contests:
Democrats Linda Aguirre, Jorge Luis Garcia, Richard
Miranda, and Victor Soltero.  They will be joined in
the Senate by former State Representative Rebecca
Rios, who won the seat held by her father, Pete Rios.
State Senator Pete Rios was subject to term limits,
and successfully ran for election to the Arizona State
House of Representatives.

State Representatives:  Democratic incumbents
Steve Gallardo, Robert Meza, Ben Miranda, Amanda
Aguirre, Linda Lopez, Tom Prezelski, Olivia Cajero
Bedford, and Manuel Alvarez were victorious in their
re-election bids.  They will be joined by three new
State Representatives.  State Senator Pete Rios (D)
won the seat in District 23, Cartwright School Board
member Martha Garcia (D) was victorious in
District 13 and Phoenix High School Board member
David Lujan (D) will represent District 15.
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Proposition 200:

Arizonans voted in favor of  Proposition 200, 56%
to 44%.  Proposition 200 prohibits undocumented
immigrants from obtaining “public benefits,” and
requires public servants to report any immigrants they
believe are violating “federal immigration law.”
Additionally, Proposition 200 requires proof of
citizenship when registering to vote.

A coalition of religious, civic and labor leaders, health
care providers, and civil rights organizations are
seeking a court order to bar the enforcement of
Proposition 200.

  California
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

All seven of California’s incumbent Latino U.S.
Representatives won re-election: Democrats Joe
Baca, Xavier Becerra, Grace Flores Napolitano, Lucille
Roybal-Allard, Loretta Sanchez, Linda Sanchez and
Hilda Solis.

STATE  LEGISLATURE

State Senators:  California’s nine incumbent State
Senators are midway through their terms.   They will
be joined by Abel Maldonado, the State Representative
from San Luis Obispo who just won election as the
state’s first  Republican Latino State Senator.

State Assemblymembers:  The twelve Latino
incumbents who ran for re-election all won their
races. These  Assemblymembers include Democrats
Simon Salinas, Nicole Parra, Cindy Montañez, Dario
Frommer, Fabian Nuñez, Jenny Oropeza, Rudy
Bermudez, Ed Chavez, Ron Calderon, Gloria
Negrete-McLeod, and Juan Vargas; and Republican
Bonnie Garcia.  These incumbents will be joined in
the Assembly by seven new members of California’s
Latino delegation.  Two of these members won
election to seats held by termed-out State
Representatives.  Fresno County Supervisor Juan
Arambula will serve in the district represented by
State Assemblymember Sarah Reyes, and South
Gate Councilmember Hector de La Torre will serve

in the district represented by State Assemblymember
Marco Firebaugh. Other new Latino faces in the State
Assembly include Rialto teacher Joe Baca, Jr., who
will represent District 62; Newark City’s Alberto
Torrico who will represent District 20; Coastal
Commissioner Pedro Nava who will represent District
35; San Jose educator Joe Coto who will serve in the
District 23; and community college professor Lori
Saldaña who will represent District 76.

       Colorado
US Senate:  Attorney General Ken Salazar won
his race against beer magnate Pete Coors, and
became  the first Latino U.S. Senator from the
state of Colorado.
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Connecticut
State Representatives:  All five Latino incumbents
won their re-election bids for the Connecticut State
House of Representatives:  Democrats Evelyn
Mantilla, Minnie Gonzalez, Lydia Martinez, Felipe
Reinoso, and Juan Candelaria. They will be joined
by Waterbury educator David Aldarondo who
will represent District 75.

         Delaware
State Representatives: Republican incumbent
Joseph Miro was unopposed and will return to the
Delaware State House of Representatives.
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Colorado’s Profile, continued:

U.S. House of Representatives:  State
Representative John Salazar, the brother of newly
elected U.S. Senator Ken Salazar, won his race in
the 3rd District to become Colorado’s first Latino in
the U.S. House of Representatives.

STATE  LEGISLATURE

State Senators:  Colorado’s two incumbent Latino
State Senators, Democrats Paula Sandoval and Abel
Tapia, are midway through their terms and will be
up for re-election in 2006.

State Representatives: All four Latino incumbent
state representatives, Democrats Fran Coleman,
Dorothy Butcher, Michael Garcia and Valentin Virgil,
easily won their re-election bids. They will be joined
in the Colorado state house by Antonito’s Mayor,
Rafael Lorenzo Gallegos (D).
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      Florida
U.S. Senate:  Former Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Mel Martinez (R) won his
election contest against Democrat Betty Castor to
become the first Latino U.S. Senator from the state
of Florida, as well as the first Cuban-American to
serve in the U.S. Senate.

U.S. House of Representatives:  Incumbent
Republican U.S. Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Mario
Diaz-Balart, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen were
successful in their re-election bids and will return
to the U.S. House of  Representatives

STATE LEGISLATURE

State Senators:   Florida’s three incumbent Latino
State Senators, Alex Diaz de la Portilla, Rodolfo
Garcia, Jr., J. Alex Villalobos are midway through
their terms and will be up for re-election in 2006

State Representatives:  Eleven Latino incumbent
State Representatives were successful in their
re-election races: Republicans Rafael Arza,
Gustavo Barreiro, Rene Garcia, Marcelo Llorente,
Marco Rubio, Juan Carlos (“J.C.”) Planas, John
Quinones, David Rivera, Julio Robaina, and Juan
Zapata; and Democrat Bob Henriquez.

There are two new Republican Latino faces in the
Florida state house of representatives: Miami realtor
and businessman Carlos Lopez-Cantera (R), who
will serve in District 113, and Florida International
University’s Director of State Relations, Anitere
Flores, who will serve in District 114.

  Georgia
State Senate:  Incumbent Sam Zamarripa (D) was
unopposed and will remain State Senator in District 36.

State Representatives:  Incumbents David Casas (R)
and Pedro Marin (D) were successful in their re-
election bids, and will hold their seats in Georgia’s
state house.
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  Hawaii
State Senators:  Incumbent Lorraine Rodero Inouye(D)
won her re-election bid for the Hawaii State Senate.

                 Idaho
State Representatives:  Incumbent Democrat Elmer
Martinez successfully defeated a Republican challenge
and will return to the Idaho state house.

   Illinois
U.S. Representative: Illinois’ incumbent Democrat U.S.
Rep. Luis Gutierrez won his bid for re-election and will
return to Washington for another term.

STATE LEGISLATURE

State Senators:  Two of Illinois’ Latino State Senators,
Democrats Miguel del Valle and Iris Martinez were up
for re-election and will return to Springfield for another
term.

State Representatives:  Six of Illinois’ Latino
incumbent State Representatives won re-election to the
state house: Democrats Edward Acevedo, Maria
Antonia Berrios, Linda Chapa LaVia, William

Delgado, Susana Mendoza and Cynthia Soto.
They will be joined by Cicero administrative
assistant Michelle Chavez (D) who unseated
incumbent Frank Aguilar (R).

            Indiana
State Representatives: Incumbent State Rep.
John Aguilera (D) won his re-election bid.
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Kansas
State Representatives: Incumbents Mario Goico (R)
and Tom Sawyer (D) will return to the Kansas state
house. Kansas’ Latino delegation will double its size
as two Latino Democrats join its ranks:  Wichita
businesswoman Delia Garcia and Wyandotte County
telecommunications manager Louis Ruiz.

          Maryland
Maryland’s four incumbent Latino state legislators -
State Senators Philip Jimeno (D) and Alex
Mooney (R), and State Representatives Ana Sol
Gutierrez (D) and Victor Ramirez (D) - are up
for re-election in 2006.

             Massachusetts

State Senators:  State Senator Jarrett Barrios (D)
was unopposed and will remain State Senator.

State Representatives:  Incumbent Democratic
State Representatives Jeffrey Sanchez and Cheryl
Rivera easily won re-election and will return for
another term. In a heated rematch from 2002,
William Lantigua (I) successfully defended his seat
against former State Representative Jose Santiago.

Michigan

State Senators:  Incumbent Republican Valde
Garcia is midway through his term and will be up
for re-election in 2006.

State Representative:  Former Genesee County
treasurer Lee Gonzales (D) won his open seat
contest and will represent District  49 in the state
house.
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Michigan profile, continued:

            Minnesota
State Representatives:  Incumbent State Rep.
Carlos Mariani (D) was successful in his re-election
contest.

      Nebraska
State Senators:  Incumbent State Senator Ray
Aguilar (R) ran unopposed and will return to Omaha
as the State Senator from District 35.
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Nevada
State Senate:  Incumbent Democrat Bob Coffin is
midway through his term and will be up for re-election
in 2006.

Statewide Representatives:  Latina incumbent
State Representative Genie Ohrenschall (D) won
her re-election contest.

      New Hampshire
State Representatives:  Republican  incumbent
Carlos Gonzalez won his re-election bid and will
return to the state house for another term. Former
Manchester business owner Hector Velez (D) is the
new representative in Ward 5, District 12.
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James G. Taylor (D), who was appointed to his State
Senate seat upon the retirement of Senator Manny
Aragon (D), won election for his first full term.  There
will be two new Latino faces in New Mexico’s Senate
chamber.  Linda Jaramillo (R), a Torrance County clerk,
unseated incumbent Pete Campos (D) and will represent
District 8.  Albuquerque’s Department of Family and
Community Services, Gerald Ortiz y Pino (D) won
election to the seat held by Richard Romero, who
attempted to unseat U.S. Rep. Heather Romero (R).

State Representatives:  New Mexico’s Latino
incumbent State Representatives who won re-election
this year include Democrats Jose Campos, Joseph
Cervantes, Kandy Cordova, Mary Helen Garcia, Miguel
Garcia, Roberto Gonzales, Manuel Herrera, Antonio
Lujan, Ben Lujan, Fred Luna, Ken Martinez, Rick
Miera, Andrew Nunez, Al Park, Debbie Rodella, Henry
Saavedra,  Edward  Sandoval, Nick Salazar, Daniel
Silva, Jim Trujillo, Luciano Varela, Richard Vigil, and
Sheryl Williams; and Republicans Gloria Vaughn and
Lorenzo Larranaga.  Bernalillo’s Ernest Chavez (D),
who was appointed to the seat held by State Rep. James
Taylor, won election to his first full term.  Harriet
Ruiz (D), who was appointed to the seat held by her
husband, the late State Rep. Raymond Ruiz, also won
election to her first full term. Two new faces in the
New Mexico state house include Joni M. Gutierrez,
former chairwoman of the New Mexico State
Democratic Party, who won the seat in District 33,
and Wagon Bound attorney Hector Balderas (D), who
will represent District 68.
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   New Jersey
U.S House of Representatives:  Incumbent Robert
Menendez (D) was successful in his re-election bid.

Because New Jersey elects state legislators in odd years,
all five of the state’s Latino lawmakers will be up for re-
election in 2005.

       New Mexico
State Senators:  Thirteen of New Mexico’s  incumbent
Latino State Senators ran for re-election this year.  Eleven
won re-election and will return to Albuquerque for
another term: Democrats Linda Lopez, Michael
Sanchez, Mary Jane Garcia, Phil Griego, Ricardo
Martinez, Carlos Cisneros, Nancy Rodriguez,
Bernadette Sanchez, Ben Altamirino, and Cynthia Nava;
and Republican Dianna Duran. State Representative
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New Hampshire profile, continued:
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    New York
U.S. House of Representatives:  New York’s two
Latino incumbents were successful in their  re-election
bids: Democrats Jose Serrano and Nydia Velazquez.

STATE LEGISLATURE

State Senators:  Incumbent Latino Democrats Ruben
Diaz, Jr., Martin Dilan , and  Efrain Gonzalez, Jr. won
their re-election bids.  Democrat Jose Serrano, son
of U.S. Representative Serrano, was successful in
his bid to unseat incumbent Olga Mendez (R).

State Assemblymembers:   All  eleven Latino
incumbents held their seats - Democrats Jose Rivera,
Carmen Arroyo, Adam Clayton Powell IV, Philip
Ramos, Jose Peralta, Felix Ortiz, Vito Lopez, Adam
Espaillat, Peter M. Rivera, Luis M. Diaz and Ruben
Diaz, Jr. will return to Albany for another term. The
Bronx’s District 80 seat goes to Naomi Rivera, a
deputy chief clerk with the New York City Board of
Elections and the daughter of State Rep. Jose Rivera.

      North Carolina
STATE LEGISLATURE

State Senators:  Incumbent Tom Apodaca (R) won
his re-election bid and will remain in the North
Carolina Senate.

State Representatives: Incumbent State Rep.
Daniel McComas (R) was successful in his bid for
re-election.

         Oregon
State Representatives:  Incumbent Billy Dalto (R)
won his race and will remain the State Representative
from District 21.  Republican Sal Esquivel, who was
appointed to a seat in the State Senate in March,
decided to run for a full term in the State House of
Representatives, and won the state house race in
District 6.
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      Rhode Island
State Senator:  Incumbent State Senator Juan
Pichardo (D) won his re-election bid.

State Representatives:  Latina incumbent
Anastasia Williams (D) won her re-election bid.
State Representative Williams will be joined by two
newcomers: Twenty-two year old University of
Rhode Island student Edwin Pacheco won the seat
in District 47, and community activist Grace Diaz is
the new State Representative in District 11.

  South Carolina
State Representatives:  In Greenville’s District 22,
incumbent State Rep. Gloria Arias-Haskins (R) ran
unopposed and will return for another term.

           Tennessee
State Representatives:  Incumbent Latina State
Rep. Dolores Grensham (R) did not face any
opposition in the general election.

   Texas
U.S. House of Representatives: Five of the
Latino incumbents from Texas in the U.S. House of
Representatives won re-election to another term:
Democrats Ruben Hinojosa, Silvestre Reyes,
Charlie Reyes, Solomon Ortiz, and Republican
Henry Bonilla.  Former Texas State Rep. and
Secretary of State Henry Cuellar won his general
election bid in District 28.
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   Pennsylvania
State Representatives:  Incumbent Angel Cruz (D)
was successful in his re-election bid.
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Texas profile, continued:

State Contests:

Statewide Official: Incumbent Texas Railroad
Commissioner (R) Victor Carrillo won his re-election
bid.

State Senators:  Five of Texas’ Latino incumbents
were up for re-election and were successful in
their races: Democrats Mario Gallegos, Jr., Juan
Hinojosa, Eddie Lucio, Jr., Leticia Van de Putte
and Judith Zaffirini.  Democratic State Senators
Gonzalo Barrientos and Frank Madla were not  up
for re-election.

State Representatives: Twenty-five of Texas’
Latino incumbents won re-election:  Democrats
Roberto Alonzo, Joaquin Castro, Norma Chavez,
Juan Escobar, Jessica Farrar, Trey Martinez
Fischer, Kino Flores, Ryan Guillen, Pete Gallego,
Vilma Luna, Jose Menendez, Joe Moreno, Paul
Moreno, Richard J. Noreiga, Dora Olivo, Rene
Oliveira, Aaron Peña, Robert Puente, Chente
Quintanilla, Jim Solis, Richard Raymond,  Eddie
Rodriguez, Carlos Uresti, and Mike Villarreal; and
Republican Elvira Reyna.

New Latino faces in the Texas house include Dallas’
Rafael Anchia (D), Veronica Gonzalez (D) of
McAllen, Armando Martinez (D) of Welasco,  Abel
Herrero (D) in District 34, and Yvonne Gonzalez
Toureilles (D) in District 34.

         UTAH
State Representatives:  Utah has two new Latino
faces in the state house. Mark Wheatley (D), an
academic administrator at Salt Lake Community
College will now represent District 35, and Ross
Romero(D), President of the Utah Minority Bar
Association, won the race in District 25.
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   Wyoming
State Representatives:  Democratic incumbent
Floyd Esquibel (D) faced no opposition in the general
election and will return to Cheyenne to represent
District 44.

etatS evitatneserpeR

MED POG

.cnI
-noN
.cnI .cnI

-noN
.cnI latoT

elaM 1 - - - 1

latoT 1 - - - 1

ELECTION 2004 PUBLICATIONS
AVAILABLE FROM THE NALEO

EDUCATIONAL FUND

The NALEO Educational Fund has published a
series of publications throughout this year providing
information about the key role of the Latino
electorate in Election 2004, Latino voter participation
and Latino candidates.  Many of these publications
are available on our website at www.naleo.org.  For
more information about Election 2004 and NALEO
Educational Fund publications, please contact
Rosalind Gold by e-mail at rgold@naleo.org or by
telephone at (213) 747-7606, ext. 120.

With a constituency of more than 6,000 Latino
elected and appointed officials nationwide, the
NALEO Educational Fund is the leading national
organization that empowers Latinos to participate
fully in the American political process, from
citizenship to public service.

iiiiiii

   Wisconsin

State Representatives:  Incumbent State Rep.
Pedro Colon (D) faced no opposition in his re-election
bid.

          Washington
State Senator:  Incumbent State Senator Margarita
Prentice (D) successfully held her seat and will
serve for another term.

State Representatives:  Incumbent Latina State
Representatives Mary Skinner (R) and Phyllis
Gutierrez-Kenney (D) had no serious opposition and
easily won  their re-election bids.


